64                   THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

is to put forth redoubled zeal in the prosecution of our programme,
i.e., boycott of foreign cloth and manufacture in our own homes of
the cloth we need. There must not be any hartal.

A THREATENED INFLICTION

I have just heard, that Mr. Painter, who has distinguished
himself by his wanton provocation of the people of Dharwar,1 is to
be promoted and inflicted upon Gujarat as Commissioner. An
official, who in the public estimation has disgraced himself, earns
rewards from the Government for meritorious services. I hope,
that Gujarat will mark in a suitable and special manner its dis-
approval of the insult sought to be offered by the Dharwar Col-
lector being imposed upon it. Gujarat will have, if the rumour-
ed appointment is actually made, a unique opportunity of showing
how such insult can be dealt with in a non-co-operation spirit. We
must distinguish between the man and the Commissioner. We must
boycott the latter and render social service to the former. We
must therefore permit him to receive all he may reasonably need
as man for creature comforts, but if we have the people with us,
the Commissioner, Mr. Painter, may not get a blade of grass for
the upkeep or the dignity of his office. We must therefore inculcate
among the people the habit of refusing salaain to him in virtue
of office. They must not send any applications to him. They
must not, whilst he is touring in the country, supply him with
any convenience whatsoever. He must be made, in every dignified
and peaceful manner, to feel that he is not wanted as an official
in Gujarat. The municipalities containing non-co-operators should
refuse to recognize him as Commissioner in every way possible.
If we have developed the spirit of real independence and manli-
ness, we would refiise to put up with an official who has forfeited
public opinion as Mr. Painter has. What, for instance, would be
said of us, if Col. Frank Johnson or Gen. Dyer2 were imposed
upon us? We have to pass through certain rigid tests as proof of
our capacity for self-government. One of them is refusal to submit
to national insults. Indeed, if we had evolved that capacity suffi-
cientlya I would expect even the employees, who would come
Tinder Mr. Painter's direct control, to resign by way of protest.
We have such mortal fear of loss of livelihood, that the em-
ployees are the last to be expected to develop that sense of self-
respect, which is so necessary for national existence. But their
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